
Flowdiagram of Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate instruction to shipowners, shipping companies and recognized organizations “Ban on the use of asbestos on board ships” (1.12.2011) 
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Ship 

Newbuild Ship Existing Ship 

Build at a  

shipyard in NL 

Build outside NL 

under NL Flag 

Build outside NL 

under non-NL Flag 

Registration 

under NL Flag 

Registration under 

non-NL Flag 

Registration under 

non-NL Flag 

Registration 

under NL Flag 

SOLAS II-

1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

SOLAS II-

1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

Delivery 

between 

1.1.2011 and 

1.12.2011 

Delivery after 

1.12.2011 

Ships are presumed to 

be examined towards 

asbestos containing 

materials in a more 

stringent way than the 

verification of an 

Asbestos Free 

Declaration only and 

more in line with the 

NSI Instruction 

Asbestos 

Investigation 

required 

between 3rd 

and 1st month 

prior delivery 

of ship 

ACM found No ACM found 

Immediate 

removal of ACM 

Delivery of ship 

SOLAS II-1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

Shipyard has 

certified 

procedures in 

place preventing 

the introduction 

of asbestos 

during 

construction  

Shipyard has no 

certified 

procedures in 

place preventing 

the introduction 

of asbestos 

during 

construction 

 

Registered under 

NL Flag 

Registered under 

a non-NL Flag 

Delivery before 

1.7.2002 

Delivery between 

1.7.2002 and 

1.1.2011 

Delivery after 

1.1.2011 

ACM is allowed to be 

present when there is no 

health risk for the 

persons working in that 

area due to damaged 

ACM. In case of health 

risks the risk is to be 

managed (by removal or 

containment of loose 

ACM) 

R.I.&E. 

addressing the   

risks of ACM 

R.I.& E. 

addressing the 

risks of ACM 

ACM found 

(IMO MSC.1/Circ.1374 and 

1379 applicable) 

(No exemption is required 

for components which are 

allowed to contain asbestos 

according SOLAS II-1/3.5.2 

prior 1.1.2011) 

Action Plan    

Regular qualified monitoring of asbestos fibers   

Documented visual inspections for deterioration  

ISM procedures / Asbestos Management Plan 

Marking of ACM     

Informing crew and contractors 

Personal Protection Equipment and asbestos 

removal bags available on board  

Request the RO for a temporary exemption with a 

validity of maximal 3 years 

Removal of ACM within 3 years 

RO will track the conditions for and validity of the exemption during ISM 

audits and intermediate safety construction surveys 

Asbestos 

Investigation 

required 

Immediate 

removal of 

ACM.  

No exemption 

allowed 

Registration 

under NL Flag 

Continues 

to fly a 

non-NL 

Flag 

Delivery after 

1.7.2002  

Asbestos 

Investigation 

required.  

(For ships delivered 

after 1.1.2011 no 

exemption allowed 

and ACM to be 

removed 

immediately) 

SOLAS II-

1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

Delivery before 

1.7.2002 

ACM is allowed to be 

present when there is no 

health risk for the 

persons working in that 

area due to damaged 

ACM. In case of health 

risks the risk is to be 

managed (by removal or 

containment of loose 

ACM) 

 

R.I.&E. 

addressing the   

risks of ACM 

 

No Asbestos 

Invstigation 

required 

Delivery of ship No ACM found 

SOLAS II-1/3.5.2 applicable * 

SOLAS II-

1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

SOLAS II-

1/3.5.2 

applicable * 

* depending on Flag 

In general: RI&E is required for all 

ships certified under Netherlands 

flag 

 


