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INTRODUCTION 

Since the 1st of July 2002, the installation of materials that contain asbestos has, under 

SOLAS Ch. II-1,Regulation 3.5.2, been prohibited for all ships, except for: 

VANES USED IN ROTARY VANE COMPRESSORS AND ROTARY VANE VACUUM PUMPS;  

WATERTIGHT JOINTS AND LININGS USED FOR THE CIRCULATION OF FLUIDS WHEN, AT HIGH TEMPERATURE 

(IN EXCESS OF  350 °C) OR PRESSURE (IN EXCESS OF 7 X 106
 PA), THERE IS A RISK OF FIRE, 

CORROSION OR TOXICITY; AND SUPPLE AND FLEXIBLE THERMAL INSULATION ASSEMBLIES USED FOR 

TEMPERATURES ABOVE 1000 °C.  

From the 1st of January 2011, any installation of materials that contain asbestos will, 

under SOLAS Ch. II-1,Regulation 3.5.2, be prohibited, for all ships without exceptions. 

 

Despite the clear and unambiguous prohibition of asbestos containing materials 

(ACMs), asbestos is still found on various locations on board ships. During inspections, 

asbestos has been found in such places as fire blankets, joints and insulation materials, 

types of sealants, friction material for brakes, wall and ceiling coverings, cords, 

remnants, electric fuses, etc., despite of an asbestos free declaration or certificate issued 

by the shipyard. Moreover, ships that initially were free of asbestos appear to have 

asbestos on board as a result of repairs at shipyards and/or of purchasing spare parts at 

a later stage. DURING A LIMITED INSPECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE NETHERLANDS PORTS ON BOARD 12 

FOREIGN FLAGGED VESSELS, DELIVERED AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY 2002, IN THE LAST QUARTER OF 2012, 

ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIAL WAS FOUND ONBOARD 11 VESSELS. 

 

 

THE NETHERLANDS SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL TO THE IMO, WHICH FINALLY RESULTED IN THE 

MSC.1/CIRC.1374, INFORMATION ON PROHIBITING THE USE OF ASBESTOS ON BOARD SHIPS AND 

INTRODUCED A PAPER IN THE PARIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON PORT STATE CONTROL ( 

PMOU), WHICH RESULTED IN A GUIDELINE,  IN ORDER TO INCREASE THE AWARENESS ON THE USE OF 

ASBESTOS ON BOARD SHIPS. 

The Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate is of the opinion that this instruction, “Ban on the 

use of Asbestos on board ships” is a temporary solution to reduce the asbestos 

containing materials with the delivery of new ships and to have procedures in place for 

ships delivered after  the 1st of July 2002 and after the 1st of January 2011, in 

compliance with the MSC.1/CIRC.1374. 

 

 

THE FUTURE GOAL SHOULD BE TO AVOID ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS TO BE USED ON BOARD SHIPS 

AND IN THE SHIPYARDS, BY MEANS OF AVOIDING THE USE OF ASBESTOS AT THE SOURCE. 

THIS “SOURCE APPROACH” SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN IMO AND WITHIN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 

E.G. THE EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE CONCERNING THE MARINE EQUIPMENT DIRECTIVE HAS NO 

REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO ASBESTOS, WHICH COULD BE A FIRST STEP. 

 

MEANWHILE  THIS INSTRUCTION IS THE BASIS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS. IN SOME COUNTRIES 

SHIPYARDS ARE BUSY TO DEVELOP (OR ARE ALREADY IN PLACE) CERTIFIED PROCEDURES TO AVOID THE 

USE OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS. THESE CERTIFIED PROCEDURES COULD BE A BASIS TO 

DEVIATE FROM THIS INSTRUCTION WHEN PROVEN TO BE RELIABLE. PROCEDURES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED 

TO THE NSI FOR APPROVAL. 
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1. LEGISLATION 

ASBESTOS (= THE FIBROUS SILICATES ACTINOLITE, AMOSITE, ANTHOFYLLITE, CHRYSOTILE, 

CROCIDOLITE AND TREMOLITE, AND PRODUCTS IN WHICH THESE SILICATES ARE PROCESSED) 

CONTAINING MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT ARE NOT TO BE USED. 

RELEVANT REQUIREMENTS AND DOCUMENTS ARE MENTIONED UNDERNEATH: 

 

A. THE NETHERLANDS LEGISLATION (SUCH AS SHIPS ACT / DECREE 2004, WORKING CONDITIONS 

ACT /  DECREE, THE NETHERLANDS DECREE ON ASBESTOS REMOVAL  ( ASBEST 

VERWIJDERINGSBESLUIT), FOR ASBESTOS APPLICABLE ON  SOLAS AND NON SOLAS  SHIPS. 

B. SOLAS CH. II-1, REGULATION 3.5.2 – FOR ALL SHIPS, NEW INSTALLATION OF MATERIALS, 

WHICH CONTAIN ASBESTOS, SHALL BE PROHIBITED. 

 SINCE 1 JULY 2002, NEW INSTALLATIONS OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS ON BOARD ALL 

SHIPS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED ONLY IN EXCEPTIONAL CASES. 

FROM 1 JANUARY 2011, NEW INSTALLATIONS OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS ON BOARD 

SHIPS WILL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, NO LONGER BE ALLOWED. 

C. MSC.1/CIRC.1374, INFORMATION ON PROHIBITING THE USE OF ASBESTOS ON BOARD SHIPS. 

D. MSC/CIRC.1379, SPARE PARTS CONTAINING ASBESTOS. 

E. RESOLUTION MEPC.197(62). GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INVENTORY OF 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.(FUTURE) 

F. MSC/CIRC.1045, GUIDELINES FOR MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING OF ON-BOARD MATERIALS 

CONTAINING ASBESTOS. 

G.  DIRECTIVE 2009/148/EC ON THE PROTECTION OF WORKERS FROM THE RISKS RELATED TO 

EXPOSURE TO ASBESTOS AT WORK. 

H. MSC.1/CIRC.1426, UNIFIED INTERPRETATION ON IMPLEMENTATION OF SOLAS CH. II-1, 

REGULATION 3-5. 
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2. ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION 

IN ORDER TO VERIFY THE COMPLIANCE WITH THE RULES AND REGULATIONS UNDER PARAGRAPH 1, 

AN ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT INCLUDING SAMPLING AND 

TESTING/REPORTING AS SPECIFIED UNDER 3. AND 4.  

FOR  EACH COMMERCIAL SHIP BEING BUILT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RULES OF THE 

NETHERLANDS, THE SHIPYARD ( SUPPLIERS ARE PART OF THE SHIP YARDS RESPONSIBILITY) IS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR  THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION. THE RO SHOULD VERIFY THAT THE ASBESTOS 

INVESTIGATION DOCUMENTATION WAS TO THEIR SATISFACTION AND THAT IT IS  IN COMPLIANCE 

WITH  THIS INSTRUCTION. 

FOR  EACH COMMERCIAL SHIP BEING BUILT UNDER FOREIGN FLAG  THE OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION PRIOR  ACCEPTANCE UNDER THE FLAG OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

THE RO SHOULD VERIFY THAT THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION DOCUMENTATION WAS TO THEIR 

SATISFACTION AND THAT IT IS  IN COMPLIANCE WITH  THIS INSTRUCTION. 

THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION (SURVEY, SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS) AND THE VALIDATION OF 

ASBESTOS FREE CERTIFICATES SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT BY INDEPENDENT, QUALIFIED AND 

LICENSED COMPANIES/PERSONS  ACCREDITED BY A MEMBER OF ILAC ( INTERNATIONAL 

LABORATORY ACCREDITATION COOPERATION) ACCORDING TO ISO 17025/17020 OR 

EQUIVALENT  AND SPECIFIC RELATED TO ASBESTOS, SUCH AS THE NETHERLANDS SC-540 

CERTIFICATION AND HAVING ASBESTOS SURVEYING AND TESTING IN THEIR SCOPE OF 

ACCREDITATION, INCLUDING; TESTING OF THE SAMPLES, REPORTING OF RESULTS. THE 

ASBESTOS SURVEYING AND TESTING FACILITY MAY BE SEPARATE COMPANIES. 

ISO 17025 COVERS TESTING AND CALIBRATION, INCLUDING SAMPLING. THE SURVEY ACTIVITY 

IS NOT COVERED UNDER ISO 17025.  

THE SURVEY QUALIFICATION FOR THE PERSONS CARRYING OUT THESE SURVEYS SHOULD BE 

COVERED BY : 

THE PERSON CARRYING OUT THE SURVEY WORKS FOR A COMPANY ACCREDITED AS AN INSPECTION 

BODY TO ISO 17020 OR EQUIVALENT AND /OR HOLDS PERSONNEL CERTIFICATION FOR 

ASBESTOS SURVEYING FROM A CERTIFICATION BODY THAT IS ACCREDITED TO ISO 17024 OR 

EQUIVALENT. THE PERSON MUST HAVE SUITABLE / EXTENSIVE MARINE EXPERIENCE. 

THE INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT AS INDICATED IN THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS: 

2.1 FOR EACH COMMERCIAL  SHIP TO BE REGISTERED UNDER THE FLAG OF THE NETHERLANDS PRIOR 

TO DELIVERY ( AFTER THE 1ST
 0F JANUARY 2011)* FROM A SHIPYARD, BEING EITHER A SHIP 

BEING BUILT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE  RULES OF THE NETHERLANDS, SUCH BEING SURVEYED 

BY A RO  OR A SHIP BEING BUILT UNDER FOREIGN  FLAG REGULATIONS, 

PRIOR DELIVERY , THE RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION SHOULD VERIFY THAT THE SHIP IS 

DELIVERED ASBESTOS FREE USING THE INVESTIGATION REFERENCED IN 2.  

KEEP IN MIND THAT THE SAMPLING AND THIS TYPE OF VALIDATION WILL ALWAYS BE A LIMITED 

SURVEY AS NOT ALL LOCATIONS/INSTALLATIONS ONBOARD CAN BE CHECKED WHEN THE VESSEL IS 

FLOATING ALREADY. TO REDUCE THIS LIMITATION, THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATIONS SHOULD BE 

CARRIED OUT DURING THE NEW BUILDING PROCESS. 
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NO EXEMPTIONS FOR ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS SHOULD BE GRANTED IN CASE THE 

SHIP IS BUILT UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG OR BUILT UNDER FOREIGN FLAG AND BROUGHT 

UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG IMMEDIATELY AFTER DELIVERY. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 

ASBESTOS SURVEY SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT MAXIMUM THREE MONTHS AND MINIMUM ONE 

MONTH PRIOR DELIVERY OF THE VESSEL. PREFERABLY WITH ALL SYSTEMS INSTALLED BUT NOT 

FILLED YET 

REPORTING TO BE AVAILABLE WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER THE FINALIZED ASBESTOS SURVEY. 

*  SHIPS DELIVERED AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JANUARY 2011 AND BEFORE THE ENTRY DATE ( 1ST

 

OF DECEMBER 2011) OF THE FIRST INSTRUCTION ARE PRESUMED TO BE EXAMINED 

TOWARDS ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS IN A MORE STRINGENT WAY THAN THE 

VERIFICATION OF AN ASBESTOS FREE DECLARATION OR CERTIFICATE FROM THE YARD AND 

SUPPLIERS ONLY AND MORE IN LINE WITH THIS INSTRUCTION. 

2.2 FOR EACH FLAG-IN VESSEL COMING UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG, NOT FALLING UNDER  

             PARAGRAPH 2.1: 

THE RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION SHOULD VERIFY FOR SHIPS BUILT AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY 

2002  COMPLIANCE WITH  LEGISLATION AS MENTIONED UNDER PARAGRAPH 1,  USING THE 

INVESTIGATION REFERENCED IN 2, OR VERIFY  THAT DURING NEW-BUILDING AND 

PERIODICAL SURVEYS, EQUIVALENT PROCEDURES WERE ALREADY FOLLOWED. FOR SHIPS 

BUILT AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY 2002 AND BEFORE THE 1ST

 OF JANUARY 2011, ACCORDING 

SOLAS II-1/3-5, ASBESTOS IS STILL ACCEPTED FOR : 

VANES USED IN ROTARY VANE COMPRESSORS AND ROTARY VANE VACUUM PUMPS;  

WATERTIGHT JOINTS AND LININGS USED FOR THE CIRCULATION OF FLUIDS WHEN, AT HIGH 

TEMPERATURE (IN EXCESS OF  350 °C) OR PRESSURE (IN EXCESS OF 7 X 106
 PA), THERE IS 

A RISK OF FIRE, CORROSION OR TOXICITY; AND  

SUPPLE AND FLEXIBLE THERMAL INSULATION ASSEMBLIES USED FOR TEMPERATURES ABOVE 

1000 °C. 

 

IN CASE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS (ACM’S) ARE DETECTED BY ANY PARTY, THE 

MSC.1/CIRC.1374 AND MSC./CIRC. 1379 ARE APPLICABLE AND EXEMPTIONS MAY BE 

ISSUED BY THE RO, ACCORDING PARAGRAPH 6.APPLICABLE FOR SHIPS DELIVERED AFTER THE 

1ST
 OF JULY 2002 AND THE 1ST

 OF JANUARY 2011. 

THE SHIP OWNER SHOULD CONTACT THE RO FOR THE ISSUE OF THE EXEMPTIONS. 

 

KEEP IN MIND THAT THE SAMPLING AND THIS TYPE OF VALIDATION WILL ALWAYS BE A 

LIMITED SURVEY AS NOT ALL LOCATIONS/INSTALLATIONS ONBOARD CAN BE CHECKED WHEN 

THE VESSEL IS FLOATING ALREADY 
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2.3 FOR SHIPS DELIVERED  AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY, 2002 BUT NOT LATER THAN THE 1ST

 OF 

JANUARY 2011, WHICH ALREADY WERE CERTIFIED UNDER THE NETHERLANDS FLAG 

BEFORE THE 1ST
 OF DECEMBER 2011: 

THE SHIP OWNER IS OBLIGED  TO MAKE A RISK INVENTORY, PART OF THE RISK 

INVENTORY AND EVALUATION **, TO IDENTIFY HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS ON BOARD. 

ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS ARE PART OF THIS INVENTORY. THIS REQUIREMENT 

IS APPLICABLE FOR ALL SHIPS UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG. 

IN CASE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS ARE DETECTED, THE MSC.1/CIRC.1374 

AND MSC./CIRC. 1379 ARE  APPLICABLE AND EXEMPTIONS MAY BE ISSUED BY THE RO, 

ACCORDING PARAGRAPH 6. 

THE SHIP OWNER SHOULD CONTACT THE RO FOR THE ISSUE OF THE EXEMPTIONS. 

IN CASE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS WERE FOUND ON BOARD A SHIP,, AN ASBESTOS 

SURVEY SHOULD ALSO BE CARRIED OUT ON BOARD SISTER SHIPS WHICH ARE BUILT AT THE 

SAME SHIPYARD DURING THE SAME PERIOD OF TIME AND UNDER THE SAME RO, 

UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG. 
 

** ACCORDING TO THE NETHERLANDS WORKING CONDITIONS ACT AND DECREE. 

3. SAMPLING  

A. TEST SAMPLES TO BE TAKEN (RANDOMLY) FROM ENGINE ROOM EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS: 

PIPING INSULATION MATERIALS AND –CONNECTIONS, GASKETS IN ENGINE EQUIPMENT, 

PIPING AND VALVES, INSULATION MATERIALS AND PANELING IN ACCOMMODATION, FLOORS, 

CEILINGS AND GASKETS IN DECK EQUIPMENT AND PIPING. EXTRA ATTENTION SHOULD BE 

DRAWN TO GASKETS IN BILGE-, BALLAST-, GREY WATER-, BLACK WATER-, COOLING WATER-, 

FIRE FIGHTING-, OIL-, CARGO AND CARGO AND EXHAUST GAS SYSTEMS AND THEIR 

COMPONENTS (E.G. VALVE CONTENTS SUCH AS SEALS AND JOINTS). 

 EXTRA ATTENTION SHOULD BE PAID TO EXPOSED COMPONENTS OF  HIGH RISK OF BOTH 

BEING ASBESTOS AND BEING DAMAGED – IE STEAM PIPE LAGGING, EXPOSED INSULATION AND 

LAGGING IN HIGH TRAFFIC AREAS, INSULATION AND LAGGING IN AREAS LIKELY FOR HIGH 

WEAR OR DAMAGE, ROPE SEALS IN ACCOMODATION DOORS WHICH ARE CONSTANTLY 

DISTURBED AND FRIABLE. 

THE COMPONENTS GIVEN IN THE INDICATIVE LIST OF MEPC.197(62)SHOULD BE 

CONSIDERED FOR SAMPLING. 

B. THE AMOUNT OF SAMPLES SHOULD BE AT LEAST TO THE MINIMUM AS HERE SPECIFIED 

HOWEVER  MAY  BE INCREASED TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE INDEPENDENT, QUALIFIED AND 

LICENSED ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION COMPANY. 

C. SAMPLES PER VESSEL TO BE TAKEN BY A CERTIFIED SURVEYOR FROM THE CERTIFIED 

INVESTIGATION COMPANY  BY HIS  JUDGMENT AND OF ALL MATERIALS SUSPECTED OF 

CONTAINING ASBESTOS. THE RO  SURVEYOR MAY WITNESS  THE SAMPLING . 

AS GUIDANCE A MINIMUM OF 10% OF THE COMPONENTS PER  EACH SYSTEM, ACCORDING 3A, 

WHERE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS  ARE SUSPECTED  SHOULD BE SAMPLED , WITH A 

MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF 20 SAMPLES PER EACH SYSTEM. IF ONE OR MORE COMPONENTS PROVE 

TO BE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS, A FURTHER 10% OF OTHER THAN THE 

ORIGINALLY SAMPLED COMPONENTS/TYPES MAY BE SAMPLED, WITH A TOTAL MAXIMUM 

AMOUNT OF 50 SAMPLES PER EACH SYSTEM. IF THESE PROVE TO BE NON-ACM, NO FURTHER 

SAMPLING IS NEEDED FOR THAT SYSTEM. OTHERWISE ALL COMPONENTS SHOULD BE SAMPLED 
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OR TO BE CONSIDERED POTENTIALLY CONTAINING ASBESTOS UNTIL PROVEN ASBESTOS FREE. 

THE COMPONENTS CONSIDERED “POTENTIALLY CONTAINING ASBESTOS” ARE PART OF THE 

EXEMPTION UNDER 6 AND SHOULD BE REMOVED AFTER THE EXPIRING OF THE EXEMPTION,  

UNLESS SAMPLING INDICATES THAT THEY ARE ASBESTOS FREE. 

D. SAMPLING POINTS SHOULD BE CLEARLY MARKED FOR LOCATION REFERENCE. (DETAIL  PHOTO 

OF SAMPLING LOCATION OR BY MARKING SAMPLE LOCATION.) 

LOCATIONS SHOULD ALSO BE INDICATED IN THE GENERAL ARRANGEMENT PLANS OF THE SHIP. 

 

4. TESTING AND REPORTING  

 

REPORTING TO THE RO  AND VERIFICATION OF THE INVESTIGATION DOCUMENTATION  BY THE  RO 

SHOULD BE COMPLETED BEFORE ISSUE OF THE STATUTORY CERTIFICATES, FOR SHIPS MENTIONED 

UNDER PARAGRAPH 2.1. 

FOR OTHER SHIPS, THE TESTING AND REPORTING IS APPLICABLE IN CASE ASBESTOS EXEMPTIONS 

(SEE PARAGRAPH 6) ARE ISSUED. 

COMPLIANCE OF ONSITE TAKEN SAMPLES BEING ASBESTOS FREE IS TO BE DETERMINED BY: 

A. USING QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS METHOD OF POLARIZED LIGHT MICROSCOPY (PLM-OPTICAL 

ANALYSIS) AS WITH THIS METHOD ASBESTOS FIBERS ARE EITHER FOUND OR NOT. ASBESTOS 

TESTING LABORATORY SHOULD CONFIRM THAT WITH USING PLM-OPTICAL ANALYSIS METHOD 

THEY ARE ABLE TO REACH THE DETECTION LIMIT OF </= 0,1% (M/M) OF ASBESTOS IN SAMPLE. 

OTHER METHODS MENTIONED IN IMO DOCUMENTS MAY BE USED. (E.G. ISO/DIS 22262.1). 

THE LABORATORY TEST REPORT SHOULD STATE SAMPLES IN WHICH NO ASBESTOS IS DETECTED. 

THE SURVEY REPORT SHOULD STATE THE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT OF ALL ASBESTOS FREE 

SAMPLES AS WELL. 

NON ACM IS DEFINED AS: MATERIALS PROVED TO HAVE </= 0,1 % OF ASBESTOS IN THE 

SAMPLE. SAMPLES WITH MORE THAN 0,1 % ASBESTOS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ACM’S. 

B. THE TEST REPORT SHOULD FURTHER BE IN COMPLIANCE (EQUIVALENT TO) THE DUTCH ASBESTOS 

TESTING STANDARD, NEN 5896, THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARD NOHSC 2018(205), GERMAN 

VDI 3866, OR  IMO RES. MEPC. 197(62). 

 

5. REMOVAL, CLEANING, DECONTAMINATION AND RE (TIGHTNESS) 

TESTING 

 

CASE A: 

SAMPLING COMPLETED AND ALL TESTED SAMPLES PROVEN NON-ACM, THEN AFTER REPORTING: 

 

PARTS, SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE RETESTED TO VERIFY THE SOUND INSTALLATION 

AND RE-TIGHTNESS AS PER RO RULES. 

 

CASE B: 

SAMPLING COMPLETED AND TESTED SAMPLES SHOULD BE PROVEN TO BE OF ACM, THEN: 
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A. A PLAN OF REMOVAL AND RE-INSTALLATION SHOULD BE AGREED BETWEEN THE YARD/COMPANY 

AND SHIP OWNER. THE FINAL REPORT CONTAINING THE FEEDBACK OF THE ACTIONS CARRIED OUT 

ACCORDING TO THE AGREED PLAN SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE RO FOR RECORDING 

PURPOSES. 

NOTE: RO’S ARE NOT ASBESTOS EXPERTS OR LICENSED ASBESTOS COMPANIES  .  RO CAN ONLY 

VERIFY THAT THE ASBESTOS LISTED AS FOUND HAS BEEN LISTED AS REMOVED BY THE COMPANY, 

AND CAN CHECK THE COMPANY’S LICENSES AND THE TIMESCALE AND REPORTS, ETC.  

 

B. ANY IDENTIFIED ACM OR NOT PROVEN ASBESTOS FREE MATERIALS SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM 

THE VESSEL. THIS APPLIES FOR SHIPS BUILT AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JANUARY 2011. FOR THESE SHIPS 

NO EXEMPTIONS MAY BE ISSUED, EXCEPT FOR SHIPS WHICH SAILED UNDER FOREIGN FLAG AND 

FLAGGED IN UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG. 

SHIPS BUILT AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY2002 AND BEFORE THE 1ST

 OF JANUARY2011 AND SHIPS 

WHICH SAILED UNDER FOREIGN FLAG AND FLAGGED IN UNDER NETHERLANDS FLAG, DELIVERED 

AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JANUARY 2011, SHOULD HAVE AN EXEMPTION IN CASE OF ASBESTOS 

CONTAINING MATERIALS. THE ASBESTOS SHOULD BE REMOVED WITHIN A TIMEFRAME OF 

MAXIMUM 3 YEARS. A TIMEFRAME OF MORE THAN 3 YEARS ( WITH A MAXIMUM OF 5 YEARS) MAY 

BE CONSIDERED IN EXCEPTIONAL CASES. THESE APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE WELL FOUNDED AND 

FIRST ASSESSED BY THE CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY BEFORE SUBMITTED TO NSI.  

SHIPS BUILT BEFORE THE 1ST
 OF JULY 2002; ASBESTOS IS ALLOWED WHEN THERE IS NO HEALTH 

RISK FOR THE PERSONS WORKING IN THAT AREA DUE TO DAMAGED ASBESTOS CONTAINING 

MATERIALS AND MAINTENANCE WORK ON SYSTEMS CONTAINING ASBESTOS . IN THESE CASES 

REPAIRS AND REMOVALS ARE PART OF THE WORKING CONDITION ACT AND TO BE CARRIED OUT 

UNDER THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SHIP OWNER. ( REFERENCE IS MADE TO PARAGRAPH 2.3) 

MSC/CIRC.1045 IS APPLICABLE FOR THOSE  SHIPS. 

 

C. ANY REMOVAL/ RE-INSTALLATION SHOULD NOT BE LIMITED TO THE DEFECTED MATERIAL SPOTS 

ONLY BUT IS TO BE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE ALL MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT OF THE SAME TYPE, 

SAME MANUFACTURER, SAME SYSTEM, ETC.. 

 

D. FOR REMOVAL AND DECONTAMINATION OF ACM’S AND CLEANING OF THE AREA’S IN 

QUESTION, QUALIFIED AND LICENSED PERSONNEL/COMPANIES SHOULD BE USED. IN CASE IT CAN 

BE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE THRESHOLD LIMIT VALUE OF RISK CLASS I AS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 

4.46 OF THE NETHERLANDS WORKING CONDITION DECREE WILL NOT BE EXCEEDED, THE 

REMOVAL OF ACM MAY BE CARRIED OUT BY UNLICENSED PERSONNEL/COMPANIES. SEE FURTHER 

UNDER PARAGRAPH 8, RELEVANT NOTES. THE SHIPYARD/COMPANY IS RESPONSIBLE AND FOLLOW 

THEIR NATIONAL REQUIREMENTS THROUGHOUT THE REMOVAL PROCESS. (RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

RELEVANT COUNTRY) 

IN THE NETHERLANDS THE DECREE ON ASBESTOS REMOVAL  AND THE NETHERLANDS WORKING 

CONDITIONS ACT AND DECREE ARE APPLICABLE AND ONLY SC 540 ( STICHTING CERTIFICATIE 

ASBEST TYPE A SURVEY) AND SC530 (REMOVAL) CERTIFIED COMPANIES SHOULD BE USED. 2 

 

E. AFTER REMOVAL, DECONTAMINATION, REINSTALLATION AND CLEANING A FURTHER ASBESTOS 

CLOSING SURVEY SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT, BY A QUALIFIED AND LICENSED COMPANY,  BY MEANS 

                                                      
2
 SC 540 AND SC 530 CERTIFIED COMPANIES ARE SHOWN ON THE WEBSITE :  WWW.ASCERT.NL  

 

 

http://www.ascert.nl/
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OF A VISUAL INSPECTION FOR REMNANTS/DUST AND ASBESTOS AIRBORNE FIBER AND DUST 

MONITORING, TO VERIFY THAT NO ASBESTOS HAZARD IS PRESENT AND ALL ACM IS REMOVED 

ACCORDING THE REMOVAL PLAN. ALL AIR MONITORING RESULTS SHOULD BE BELOW THE CONTROL 

LIMIT OF 0.01 FIBRES/ML. DETERMINED VIA PHASE CONTRAST MICROSCOPY (PCM).  THIS 

CONTROL LIMIT IS DETERMINED BY THE “ SER-COMMISSIE GRENSWAARDEN STOFFEN OP DE 

WERKPLEK” AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE. IN THE NETHERLANDS THESE CLOSING SURVEYS SHOULD 

BE CARRIED OUT BY ACCREDITED COMPANIES.  

F.   MATERIALS INSTALLED  TO REPLACE ACM’S SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO SAMPLING IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE . 

 

6. EXEMPTIONS BY RO: 

 

SHIPS DELIVERED AFTER THE 1ST
 OF JULY 2002 AND ALREADY SAILING UNDER THE NETHERLANDS 

FLAG OR EXISTING SHIPS COMING UNDER THE NETHERLANDS FLAG SHOULD USE THE RELEVANT 

PARTS OF MSC.1/CIRC.1374 AND MSC/CIRC. 1379, IN CASE ACM HAS BEEN FOUND ( NO 

EXEMPTION IS REQUIRED FOR THE COMPONENTS WHICH ARE ALLOWED TO CONTAIN ASBESTOS 

ACCORDING   SOLAS CH.II-1,REGULATION 3.5.2 PRIOR TO 1-1-2011). 

 

UNDER ITEM 13 OF THE ANNEX OF THIS CIRCULAR, THE ACTIONS ARE MENTIONED IN CASE OF 

CONTRAVENTIONS. 

THE RO SHOULD ISSUE A TEMPORARY EXEMPTION, WITH A VALIDITY OF MAXIMAL 3 YEARS, 

ACCORDING TO THE PROCEDURES MENTIONED IN THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE RO’S AND THE 

NETHERLANDS SHIPPING INSPECTORATE. 

A TIMEFRAME OF MORE THAN 3 YEARS ( WITH A MAXIMUM OF 5 YEARS) MAY BE CONSIDERED IN 

EXCEPTIONAL CASES. THESE APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE WELL FOUNDED AND FIRST ASSESSED BY THE 

CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY BEFORE SUBMITTED TO NSI. 

THE FORMAT OF THE EXEMPTION IS DESCRIBED IN THE SOLAS APPENDIX CERTIFICATES AND 

SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO THE CARGO SHIP SAFETY CERTIFICATE OR CARGO SHIP SAFETY 

CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATE OR THE PASSENGER SAFETY CERTIFICATE. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING IS NEEDED FOR AN EXEMPTION: 

 

A. PROCEDURES ACCORDING PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE TO BE FOLLOWED, 

RESULTING IN A REPORT ACCORDING PARAGRAPH 4. 

 

B. AN ACTION PLAN, IN WHICH IS MENTIONED THE SUMMARY OF MATERIALS TO BE REMOVED, 

WHERE AND WHEN, BY WHOM, SUBMITTED BY THE SHIP OWNER TO THE RO. IN THE MEANTIME 

THAT REMOVAL IS NOT POSSIBLE, REGULAR QUALIFIED MONITORING OF ASBESTOS FIBERS IN THE 

AIR AND A VISUAL INSPECTION FOR POSSIBLE DETERIORATION OF THE ACM MAY BE REQUIRED BY 

THE SHIP OWNER AND IN THAT CASE RECORDS TO BE RETAINED ON BOARD. 

THE REMOVAL SHOULD TAKE PLACE WITHIN A TIME FRAME OF 3 OR 5 YEARS FROM THE DATE 

WHEN THE CONTRAVENTION IS FOUND. 

 

C. ISM PROCEDURES SHOULD IDENTIFY ALL POSSIBLE RISKS CAUSED BY THE TEMPORARY 

REMAINING ASBESTOS, INCLUDING ACTIVITIES WHERE ASBESTOS MAY BE INVOLVED ( OPENING 
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SYSTEMS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY), PREFERABLY TO BE MENTIONED IN AN ASBESTOS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN. ASBESTOS SHOULD BE PROPERLY MARKED AND MADE KNOWN TO 

CREW/CONTRACTORS. 

 

D. CREW SHOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT  THE PROCEDURES IN CASE OF EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

WHEN ACM IS TO  BE REMOVED. PART OF THE ISM PROCEDURES. 

 

E. PERSONAL PROTECTION AND SPECIAL ASBESTOS DISPOSAL BAGS (LABELED WITH ASBESTOS 

WARNING SIGNS AND SPECIFIED THICKNESS OF PLASTIC) SHOULD BE ONBOARD. REFERENCE IS 

MADE TO THE MANDATORY RISK INVENTORY AND EVALUATION, ACCORDING TO THE NETHERLANDS 

WORKING CONDITION ACT AND DECREE. THE PERSONAL PROTECTION SHOULD ONLY BE USED IN 

CASE OF EMERGENCY WHEN REPAIRS ARE NECESSARY AND ASBESTOS MAY BE INVOLVED. 

THE PERSONAL PROTECTION SHOULD CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING ITEMS AS A MINIMUM: 

-BREATHING MASKS /RESPIRATOR SUITED FOR AN ENVIRONMENT CONTAMINATED WITH 

ASBESTOS. (EQUIPPED WITH P3 TYPE FILTERS ONLY). 

-PROTECTIVE CLOTHING LIKE DISPOSABLE COVERALLS. 

-HEAD COVERING. 

-OVERBOOTS. 

-GLOVES. 

-EYE PROTECTION. 

-MEANS TO PREVENT ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION. 

 

F. RO SHOULD TRACK THE CONDITIONS FOR AND VALIDITY OF THE EXEMPTIONS DURING THE ISM 

AUDITS AND INTERMEDIATE SAFETY CONSTRUCTION SURVEYS. 

 

7. LIFE CYCLE MANAGEMENT: 

 

LIFE CYCLE MANAGEMENT MAY BE IMPLEMENTED BY THE SHIP OWNER TO AVOID THE 

RECONTAMINATION WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS DURING THE OPERATION OF THE 

SHIP. 

AN EXAMPLE HAS BEEN PROVIDED AND SHOULD BE PART OF THE ISM SYSTEM OR MAINTENANCE 

SYSTEM AND RI&E IF ISM IS NOT REQUIRED. 
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8. RELEVANT NOTES: 

 

- ON BOARD SHIPS BUILT BEFORE THE 1ST
 OF JULY 2002, ASBESTOS IS STILL ALLOWED IN THE 

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION. 

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SHIP OWNER TO WARRANT THAT NO ACM’S ARE DAMAGED AND 

WILL NOT CREATE A HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENT FOR THE CREW AND PERSONS VISITING THE SHIP 

OR WHEN WORKING ON ITS SYSTEMS. THIS REQUIREMENT IS ACCORDING THE NETHERLANDS 

WORKING CONDITION ACT AND DECREE AND SHOULD BE PART OF THE RISK INVENTORY AND 

EVALUATION. 

 

- DOCUMENT MSC/CIRC.1045 MAY BE USED AS A GUIDELINE FOR MAINTENANCE OF ONBOARD 

MATERIALS CONTAINING ASBESTOS. 

 

- REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFE AND 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND RECYCLING OF SHIPS 2009, NOT YET ENTERED INTO FORCE, 

REQUIRING THAT SHIPS SHALL HAVE ON BOARD AN INVENTORY OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ( E.G. 

ASBESTOS), IN LINE WITH RESOLUTION MEPC.197(62), 2011; GUIDELINES FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE INVENTORY OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. 

- IN GENERAL, RO’S MAY RECOGNIZE ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS, 

ACCORDING THE REQUIREMENTS DEVELOPED WITHIN IACS OR THE RO ITSELF. 

 

- ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION REPORTS ARE TO MAKE CLEAR REFERENCE TO THESE ASBESTOS 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

REPORTS BASED ON SC 540 TYPE A MAY BE USED, WHEN THE INVESTIGATION FOLLOWED THIS 
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INSTRUCTION AND CLEAR REFERENCE HAS BEEN MADE IN THE REPORT TO THESE ASBESTOS 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

- IN CASE OF ASBESTOS INVESTIGATIONS/REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE BEFORE THE 1ST
 OF 

DECEMBER 2011, THE THREE YEARS TIMEFRAME WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 1ST
 OF 

DECEMBER 2011. 

- WHEN ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS ARE INVOLVED MEETING THE RISC CLASS I, 

ACCORDING THE NETHERLANDS WORKING CONDITION DECREE  CONDITIONS, THESE MATERIALS 

MAY BE REMOVED BY THE CREW UNDER SPECIFIED CONDITIONS.  

THIS CONCERNS IN PRINCIPLE GASKETS. THE REMOVAL OF GASKETS MAY BE CATEGORISED  UNDER TWO RISC 

CLASSES (1 OR 2). THE RISC CLASS IS DETERMINED BY MEANS OF  SMART (STOFFEN MANAGER ASBEST 

RISICO TOEPASSINGEN, SEE WWW.ASBESTINFO.NL). A RISC CLASS 1 REMOVAL IS ONLY POSSIBLE WHEN THE 

GASKET IS LOOSE OR CAN BE REMOVED WITHOUT DAMAGE. THESE OPERATIONS MAY BE CARRIED OUT BY 

THE CREW, WHEN PROPERLY TRAINED, PROVIDED WITH SUFFICIENT PERSONEL PROTECTION AND UNDER 

CONDITIONS THAT ASBESTOS PARTICULARS IN THE AIR ARE AVOIDED.  

SITUATIONS FALLING UNDER RISC CLASS 2 ARE UNDER DISCUSSION. FOR RISC CLASS 2 

SITUATIONS, MATERIALS MAY NOT BE REMOVED BY THE CREW. 

A RISK CLASS 2 REMOVAL IS APPLICABLE IN ALL CASES WHEN GASKETS CANNOT BE REMOVED 

WITHOUT DAMAGE FOR INSTANCE WHEN GASKETS ARE GLUED. 

 

- UNDER 5.D IS INDICATED THAT IN CASE IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE THRESHOLD LIMIT 

VALUE OF RISK CLASS I AS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 4.46 OF THE NETHERLANDS WORKING 

CONDITION DECREE WILL NOT BE EXCEEDED, THE REMOVAL OF ACM MAY BE CARRIED OUT BY 

UNLICENSED PERSONNEL/COMPANIES. FURTHER ELABORATION IS REQUIRED ON THE WAY THIS 

SHOULD BE DEMONSTRATED. 

 

- PERMANENT EXEMPTION SHALL NOT BE GRANTED, EVEN IN CASE THAT ASBESTOS CONTAINING 

MATERIAL CANNOT REASONABLY BE SAFELY REMOVED AND THE ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIAL 

DOES NOT GENERATE AIRBORNE ASBESTOS FIBERS. WITHIN IMO REQUIREMENTS  ( SOLAS) 

AND  MSC./CIRCULARS, NO POSSIBILITIES ARE GIVEN. 

THE NETHERLANDS WILL SEEK SUPPORT IN IMO FOR PERMANENT EXEMPTIONS IN CASE THAT 

ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIAL CANNOT REASONABLY BE REMOVED AND THE ASBESTOS 

CONTAINING MATERIAL DOES NOT GENERATE AIRBORNE ASBESTOS FIBERS. 

 

-SHIPS CHANGING INTO THE NETHERLANDS FLAG, WHERE THE ASBESTOS INVESTIGATION IS 

REQUIRED ACCORDING PARAGRAPH 2.2, MAY FINALIZE SAMPLING, ANALYSIS AND REPORTING 

WITHIN  THREE MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF ENTRY UNDER THE NETHERLANDS FLAG. 

 

 

http://www.asbestinfo.nl/
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ANNEX 1: LIST OF DEFINITIONS. 

 

SYSTEMS: THE COMPONENTS GIVEN IN THE INDICATIVE LIST OF MEPC.197(62)SHOULD BE  

CONSIDERED. 

FURTHER MORE: 

PIPING INSULATION MATERIALS AND –CONNECTIONS, GASKETS IN ENGINE EQUIPMENT, PIPING 

AND VALVES, INSULATION MATERIALS AND PANELING IN ACCOMMODATION, FLOORS, CEILINGS 

AND GASKETS IN DECK EQUIPMENT AND PIPING. EXTRA ATTENTION SHOULD BE DRAWN TO 

GASKETS IN BILGE-, BALLAST-, GRAY WATER-, BLACK WATER-, COOLING WATER-, FIRE 

FIGHTING-, OIL-, CARGO AND CARGO AND EXHAUST GAS SYSTEMS AND THEIR COMPONENTS. 

 

SOLAS AND NON SOLAS: ALL SHIPS (INCLUDING THOSE  WITHOUT PROPULSION) FALLING UNDER 

THE NETHERLANDS SHIPS ACT / DECREE 2004. 

NEW-INSTALLATIONS: AS DEFINED IN THE MSC CIRC. 1379.                

 

 NON ACM IS DEFINED AS: MATERIALS PROVED TO HAVE < /= 0,1 % OF ASBESTOS IN THE 

SAMPLE. SAMPLES WITH MORE THAN 0,1 % ASBESTOS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ACM’S. 

 

SC-530: THE ASBESTOS REMOVAL STANDARD IN THE NETHERLANDS TO WHICH ASBESTOS 

REMOVAL COMPANIES ARE CERTIFIED. ONLY SC-530 CERTIFIED COMPANIES ARE ALLOWED TO 

REMOVE ACM IN THE NETHERLANDS.SC-540: THE ASBESTOS SURVEY STANDARD IN THE 

NETHERLANDS TO WHICH ASBESTOS SURVEYING COMPANIES ARE CERTIFIED. ONLY SC-540 

CERTIFIED COMPANIES ARE ALLOWED TO ISSUE TYPE A ASBESTOS SURVEY REPORTS. 

 

 

 

 


